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two hours' time is the place where Jugaiiuath .stopped to
bathe on his way to dinner at Puri. A poem written in
1495 A.D. by a Bengali author, named Bipradas. describes
the voyage of Chand Sadagar, the hater of the ser-
pent goddess, from Bhaghulpur to the sea. Many a spot
to be passed by our steamer to-day is mentioned in the
ancient verses—Tribeni, Hughly, Kankanara, Ichapur,
Nimai Ghat, Khurda, Rishira, Konnagar, Andaha,
Ohoosery, Chitpur—names which with but one or two
exceptions and with very slight change in orthography,
are to be found in the most recent c'Indian Bradshaw.'3
bally.
As the visitor has finished reailing the fast paragraph,
he finds the village of Bally on his left—once and
perhaps even now, despite the Paper and Bone Mills, one
of c 'the most orthodox and holy towns in the neighbour-
hood of Calcutta. "We have/' says Mr. J. C, Marsh-
man, t 'evidence of its existence three centuries ago in
the poem of Kobi Kunkun, one of the earliest products
now extant in the Bengali language. It was one of the
eight places which furnished Bengal with an almanack
before the art of printing was introduced into the
country." The reader who is not acquainted with
Hinduism will perhaps fail to do justice to the last
sentence ol this quotation. Hinduism is a social sys-
tem compacted by caste and drawn hither and thither
by astrology. Hence the importance of the almanack.
Bally has another point of interest. Tradition has it
* that it was to Bally the pious Brahmins who stood
round Nuncomar's scaffold, in the firm conviction that
some portent would intervene to save the person of
so high a Brahmin from sacrilegious treatment, fled
incontinently when Nuncomar was ignominiously hanged.*
We notice the entrance of Bally Khal from the river.
Fifty-six years ago a well-informed writer hazarded to
say of the bridge over this khal or creek : *' There i»
no bridge in Bengal of so bold and magnificent a character,
* The tradition is confinned by inquiries made on" behalf of Sir A. Lyall.   Sea
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